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June 2025 marked my sixtieth year as a glider pilot. And what a ride it has been! Over the years | have
owned all or part of six sailplanes, and | have flown a total of twenty different machines ranging from a
Slingsby primary to a Duo Discus in thirteen states (including Hawaii and Alaska) and four foreign
countries. | earned all the FAI badges except the Diamond distance, and was named by the FAAas a
Master Pilot. For years | was named by the SSA as the most active instructor in Region IV. Finally, this
sport introduced me to the special “band of brothers (and sisters)” including WWII fighter pilots (on
BOTH sides of the war!), and one who flew combat gliders into France on D-Day. Twice.

When | was a “Volunteer Aviation Safety Counselor” for the Virginia Department of Aviation, | made
many presentations focusing on two topics: Glider operations at mixed-use airports, and the aging
pilot. I’'m following my own counsel on the latter topic, having stopped giving instruction over a year
ago. In 2026, I’'ll be soliciting a “ballast” (AKA safety pilot) from another club member when [ fly.
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RObb Hohmann
A gentle nudge to plug the 2026 SSA calendar in this month's newsletter. If you look closely at the cover,
you'll spot Nick Meeder at the end of a successful PPL-G practical test at our beloved home 'drome.

Another pleasant Sunday with Skyline Soaring at Front Royal, VA. Robb Hohmann
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www.skylinesoaring.org
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